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INSTRUCTOR:
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COURSE:

8th Grade Language Arts - QUEST
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course will emphasize the study of grammar and literature.  The course will stress vocabulary development and the production of compositions for a variety of purposes.  The course is further developed to develop critical thinking, a thorough use of language, and organizational and communication skills.  Due to the nature of the gifted student, this course will focus on analysis, synthesis, application, and evaluation in addition to knowledge and comprehension. 

The Language Arts course is designed to support teachers in the implementation of the Georgia Performance Standards (GPS).  The desired results involve assessment processes and teaching-learning activities that can maximize student achievement relative to the Georgia Performance Standards.  The reading, writing, and listening/speaking/viewing standards are especially critical for reinforcing students’ literacy development at all grade levels. Instructors view themselves as teachers of reading in the content area and related communication skills. Standards are viewed as recursive, revisited in a spiraling fashion with growing levels of competency by students.

OBJECTIVES:  
I.
Grammar – Students will understand and use language correctly.

· The study of how words and their component parts combine to form sentences

· The study of structural relationships in language or in a language, sometimes including punctuation, meaning and linguistic history
· The system of inflections, syntax, and word formation of a language.

· The system of rules implicit in a language, viewed as a mechanism for generating all sentences possible in that language.

· A normative or prescriptive set of rules setting forth the current standard of usage for pedagogical or reference purposes.

II.
Writing – Students, using an assortment of methods, will write for a variety of 
reasons:

· to inform

· to explain

· to entertain

· to persuade

III.
Reading – Students, using varieties of the written work, will read for many 
purposes:

· to interpret

· to compare

· to summarize

· to organize

· to enjoy

IV.
Vocabulary – Students will expand vocabulary.

Minimum Performance Objectives:

Students will:

· Read six novels each quarter, meeting the goal of 25 for the year (including at least one book from the summer reading list)
· Participate in the Accelerated Reading Program

· Participate in Young Georgia Authors and Recitation (which is poetry, drama, and writing)

· Complete a multilevel research project

· Maintain a working vocabulary bank

· Complete all classroom, homework, objectives and projects in a timely manner

SUPPLIES:  1 – composition book for writing journal entries, 2 – folder/binder with 3 prongs for keeping notes, homework, classwork, 3 – markers, colored pencils, scissors, rubber cement, black ink pens, 4 – Flash drive for computer storage (not required, but recommended for work done in class and at home.  Diskettes may be used, but may not hold all information needed), 5- Classroom novels as needed
CLASSROOM DONATIONS:  If you are able, you may select one item from the list below to donate for the classroom.  These items are needed throughout the year as you are able to replenish supplies:

· Ink cartridges (Lexmark 32 and 33)

· Kleenex

· Flash drives for computer

· Hand sanitizer

· Novels that may be needed for a study for another student
PORTFOLIO REQUIREMENTS:  The portfolio is an important tool for organizing student work in this course.  It provides direction as students revisit, revise, and reflect upon their work throughout the year.  Their portfolio will illustrate a wide range of work including examples of reading, writing, oral literacy, and collaborative activities.  As the students move throughout units, they will include certain items in the portfolio.  Strong portfolios will include a variety of work from each unit such as final drafts, earlier drafts, quick-writes, notes, reading logs, and graphics that represent a wide variety of genre, forms, and media created for a variety of purposes.
· Portfolios must remain in classroom at all times

· Portfolios must be arranged chronologically beginning with the 1st unit and moving to the last

· Portfolios must include multiple drafts of an activity (rough and final draft)

· Portfolios must contain a table of contents that lists each activity

OUTSIDE READING REQUIREMENTS:  All students are required to read six Accelerated Reader books during the course of the semester.  A list of these books can be found in the library.  Upon completion of each AR book, students are required to complete the AR test for this book.  It is expected that students will earn at least a score of 80% on all AR tests.  The grades earned on AR tests will count for 15% of student grades.  If students cannot locate desired AR books, these books may be checked out from the public library, purchased at local bookstores (Ex:  Barnes and Noble, Walden, Borders).
TEXTBOOK:
EMC Paradigm



Variety of Novels




Write Source

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS:

1. Attend school everyday and on time.

2. Bring the books, materials and supplies necessary for instruction to every class.

3. Conduct yourself in a respectful and orderly manner at all times.

4. Complete all assignments given by teachers, including homework and special projects.

5. Pay attention in class and participate in class activities.

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS:
1. Respect each other.

2. Head paper daily.

3. Review assignments each day

4. Listen and work quietly during class activities as instructed by teacher.

5. Follow directions at all times.

6. Be prepared for class with the necessary tools and materials.

7. Turn in all assignments and homework on time (a 3-day grace period is allowed for emergencies only).

EVALUATIONS:
Student performance will be assessed by tests, quizzes, homework/classwork assignments.  In addition, students will complete a portfolio that include the following requirements:  Writing samples, teacher and student generated written tests, electronic timeline of information learned from the year, video tape of group and individual presentations.
Tests


20%

Homework
10%
   Accelerated Reader 
10%
9 Week Benchmark
10%

Projects
15%

Classwork

25%

Portfolio
10%
Grading System:



Conduct Grades:


A=90-100




A=Excellent



B=80-89




B=Very Good

C=75-79




C=Fair

D=70-74




D=Very Poor

F=0-69
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Please read, sign, and return this portion of the syllabus as soon as possible.  Thanks in advance for your support and cooperation.
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Mrs. R.L. Springs
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8th Grade Language Arts - QUEST
I have read and I am familiar with the course syllabus for Language Arts.  I also understand that the teacher has the right to adjust any section of the course syllabus during the semester to meet the needs, abilities, and interests of the students.
Student’s Signature










I have read and I am familiar with the course syllabus for Language Arts.  I also understand that the teacher has the right to adjust any section of the course syllabus during the semester to meet the needs, abilities, and interests of the students.  I will assist my child with meeting the requirements of the QUEST program and make sure that I contact teachers at least twice during the 9-week period by e-mail, phone, or in person.
Parent’s Signature











