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6th Grade Pre/Post Test



CRCT 
I.
Civics – Questions 1 - 14

1. What do the people of the Virgin Islands have in common with the people of Puerto Rico?

A. They live in a state in the United States, but are not citizens of the United States.

B. They have all the rights of United States citizens.

C. They vote in local and national elections if they are 18 years old.

D. They are United States citizens, but do not have the same rights as other United States citizens.

Virgin Islands – CIA Fact Book


Puerto Rico – CIA 

Map (Caribbean Islands)
United States Territories
Activities:

1 - Name the territories of the United States.
2 – Locate all of the territories on a map.  Use Encarta to help you with your search.
2. In most democratic countries, the government is divided into three branches: the executive, the legislative, and the judicial. In Canada, the legislative branch is made up of the Senate and the

A. Prime Minister.

B. Supreme Court.

C. House of Commons.

D. Governor General.

Branches of Government – United States (as explained by state of Utah)
Branches of Government – Canada
Activities:  

The United States:

1 – About what were the writers of the Constitution concerned?  What was their purpose for writing the Constitution?
2 – List the three branches of government.

3 – Which article of the Constitution explains the Legislative Branch?

4 – Name the two legislative bodies.  What is the one name they are called?

5 – Which article of the constitution explains the Executive Branch?

6 – How many presidents have served in the United States?  Who was the first?
7 – What is the role of the Judicial Branch?

8 – What are the two levels of courts?

Canada:
9 – There are two ‘houses’ in the Canadian government.  Name them.
10 – Explain what ‘constitutional monarchy’ means.
11- What are the three functions of the House of Commons?

12 – How is the Senate in Canada chosen?
13 – Why do some Canadians complain about the Senate? 

________________________________________________________________________
3. In most democracies, the freedoms of citizens are listed in a formal written document. Which document lists the basic freedoms of United States citizens?

A. the Emancipation Proclamation

B. the Articles of Confederation

C. the Bill of Rights

D. the Declaration of Independence

The Bill of Rights
Activities: 

1- How many amendments make up the Bill of Rights?

2 – Which amendment do you think was the most important?  Which amendment changed the world most?

3 – Create an illustration advertising the amendment most important to you.

4 – Create an advertisement to gain support for a new amendment.
________________________________________________________________________
4. Which organization was created at the end of World War II in order to promote worldwide peace?

A. Warsaw Pact

B. United Nations
C. League of Nations

D. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)

5. How are the lawmaking bodies of Canada, Great Britain, and Northern Ireland similar?

A. Their lawmaking bodies are divided into three parts.

B. Most members of their lawmaking bodies are appointed.

C. Only the queen has the power to veto legislation.

D. Parliament is the name of their lawmaking body.

6. Which sentence best describes the conditions in the Spanish colonies when they became independent in the early 1800s?

A. The colonies had developed some industries which made the economy strong.

B. The colonies had had little experience with democratic governments.

C. The land which had been equally distributed among the people mostly went to the rich.

D. The Catholic church had lost most of its influence and power.

7. What is the most basic way a citizen of a democratic nation influences the government?

A. voting

B. working

C. obeying laws

D. going to school

8. To which of the following organizations does the United States belong?

A. United Nations

B. League of Nations

C. European Economic Community

D. Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries

9. Why did the framers of the United States Constitution believe it was important to include laws that separate church and state?

A. They wanted to discourage citizens from practicing religion.

B. They wanted the government to be more important than religion.

C. They wanted to make sure all citizens were allowed to practice the religion of their choice.

D. They wanted to make sure that the church and the state were equally powerful.

10. The growth of technology in the modern world has caused some problems, including the fact that natural resources have been used up. Another example of a problem caused by technological growth is

A. countries have become more independent of each other.

B. earthquakes and volcanic eruptions have increased.

C. the average life span in many countries has shortened.

D. air pollution and water pollution have become worse.

11. Why is freedom of the press so important in a democracy?

A. Government officials depend on news reports to help them get reelected.

B. The people need to be informed because they are the source of their government's power.

C. The press is important to the national economy because it provides jobs for many people.

D. The police rely on news reports for information about the activities of citizens.

12. The economic system of communist countries is most closely related to which of the following?

A. socialism

B. capitalism

C. import and export

D. supply and demand
13. Today the United Kingdom, Norway, Denmark, and Sweden have kings or queens, but their citizens elect legislators who make their national laws. Their form of government is known as

A. a republic.

B. an absolute monarchy.

C. a communist government.

D. a constitutional monarchy.

14. In most democracies, citizens' rights are listed in a formal written document. In the United States, the Constitution guarantees all of the following rights except the right to

A. go to any place of worship.

B. speak freely.

C. go to college.

D. gather together peacefully.

15. Which poses the greatest threat to the environment of Brazil's Amazonian region?

A. drilling for oil

B. pollution of rivers

C. logging in the rain forest

D. growth of large industries

16. Which pair of countries shares the longest unfortified border in the world?

A. Argentina and Chile

B. France and Germany

C. England and Scotland

D. Canada and the United States

17. Why do some farmers in Brazil use an agricultural technique called "slash and burn"?

A. Lumber is needed to build homes.

B. Trees need to be cleared to create new farmland.

C. Sunlight cannot reach the vegetation on the forest floor.

D. The trees must be destroyed to avoid the spread of disease to crops.

18. In the late 1700s the government of Great Britain used the colony of Australia as

A. a location in which to build new factories.

B. a prison to which criminals could be sent from Great Britain.

C. a military base to replace the American colonies.

D. a source of resources like coal and iron.

19. 

	
	Use the information in the box below to answer this question.


	In the fictional country of Ultima, three-fourths of the population is employed in agriculture. Despite the large percentage of people employed in agriculture, the nation is a major importer of grain.

By comparison, in the fictional country of Stargo, only five percent of the population is employed in agriculture, and the country is one of the world's largest exporters of food.


 


Given these facts, it is likely that

A. Stargo has a socialist government.

B. Ultima has a communist government.

C. Ultima has a much larger population than Stargo.

D. Stargo is far more technologically advanced than Ultima.

20. Of the following, which one is a true statement about the migration of people in history?

A. Most migration has been from Europe to other regions.

B. Humans have migrated for thousands of years and still do.

C. Mass migration has occurred only in the last two centuries.

D. The vast majority of migrations in history happened in the twentieth century.

21. What was one main result of the French and Indian Wars fought in North America in the mid-eighteenth century?

A. Spain won control over the French colonies in North America.

B. Great Britain lost most of its colonies in North America to France.

C. French control disappeared completely from the North American continent.

D. The North American colonies declared their independence from all of Europe.

22. Which sentence describes the relationship between Great Britain and its American colonies in the 1700s?

A. Great Britain used the colonies as a source of precious metals like gold and silver.

B. The colonies imported raw materials from Great Britain.

C. Great Britain needed the colonies to provide labor for its industries.

D. The colonies bought manufactured goods from Great Britain.

23. A plumber wants to build an outdoor deck on his home. He will trade his plumbing skills with a carpenter in order to complete the deck. This situation is an example of which economic activity?

A. barter

B. interest

C. investment

D. consumption

24. All of the following events resulted in a wave of refugees coming to America except when

A. Adolf Hitler took power in Germany.

B. Fidel Castro made Cuba a communist country.

C. Canada's economy was hit by the Great Depression of the 1930s.

D. Russian communists took control of Eastern Europe after World War II.

25. A book about the history of South America during the 1800s would most likely have a chapter in it with which of these titles?

A. The Rise of Communism in South America

B. Political Independence Movements in South America

C. United States Colonies in South America

D. The Rise of the Slave Trade in South America

26. The African slave trade grew because European nations wanted the captured Africans

A. to work in the new factories.

B. to replace the labor of the serfs.

C. to work on the plantations in their colonies.

D. to increase the number of soldiers in their armies.

27. You need to purchase a pair of sneakers since they are required for physical education class. Which is an example of effective decision making?

A. You buy the first pair of sneakers you try on at the first store you visit.

B. You use your money to buy a pair of jeans instead of a pair of sneakers.

C. You buy a pair of sneakers after considering fit, appearance, and cost.

D. You buy the most stylish and expensive pair of sneakers you find.

28. Why were the French better than other Europeans at establishing good relations with the Native Americans?

A. They bought land instead of taking it by force.

B. They traded with them and made them wealthy.

C. They lived among the Native Americans and learned their culture.

D. They gave them food, clothing, and shelter when the tribes needed help.

29. A worker on an assembly line who performs only one task, such as turning a knob in a machine shop, is an example of labor

A. surplus.

B. exchange.

C. investment.

D. specialization.

30. Why might a nation's government decide to limit the importation of a certain product?

A. The product is no longer needed.

B. The product is too expensive to produce.

C. The government wants to discourage the nation's manufacturers from making the product.

D. The government wants to encourage the nation's manufacturers to make the product.

31. Which best explains the importance of the Industrial Revolution?

A. It ended the slave trade and encouraged emancipation efforts.

B. It transformed parts of Europe from agricultural to urban economies.

C. It caused worldwide tension between the United States and the Soviet Union.

D. It brought forth the downfall of the Iron Curtain and the rise of democracy in Eastern Europe.

32. Which of following best describes a free-enterprise system (market system)?

A. A person can start any legal business and charge any price.

B. The government provides food and housing to all workers.

C. The government provides services, such as telephones and television.

D. National businesses, such as airlines, are owned by the government.

33. Because of the kind of soil found there, the introduction of the steel plow in the 1800s was most useful to farmers in which region of the United States?

A. the South

B. the Midwest

C. the Southwest

D. the Northwest

34. The products that contribute most to the economy of Central America are

A. tea and cocoa.

B. fish and livestock.

C. coffee and bananas.

D. tobacco and corn.

35. The Australian economy is best known for which activity?

A. gold mining

B. sheep raising

C. steel production

D. textile manufacture

36. Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is an alliance of oil-producing nations. What is an advantage of belonging to OPEC?

A. The members of OPEC agree to protect the oil wells in case of war.

B. OPEC spends billions of dollars prospecting for new oil fields to increase the world's oil supply.

C. OPEC decides which countries will be allowed to buy oil from its members.

D. The members of OPEC control the price of oil by deciding how much to produce.

37. Many of the Europeans who settled in areas in North America already occupied by Native Americans began to farm. Which of these statements is true?

A. Native Americans had not grown crops before the Europeans arrived.

B. Europeans introduced crops like the potato and corn to North America.

C. Native Americans bought most of the food that the Europeans produced.

D. Native Americans taught the Europeans how to farm.

38. Fred gets a $1000 loan from the bank. When Fred pays off the loan he has to pay $1150. What is the extra $150 he has to pay the bank called?

A. loan tax

B. account fee

C. credit

D. interest

39. Which is a problem caused by the rapid growth of Mexico's population?

A. There are not enough jobs for all of those who wish to work.

B. Tourism has decreased as a big business because of the large population.

C. About half of Mexico's labor force has begun farming to produce needed food.

D. Fewer products are made in Mexico because of immigration to the United States.

40. In the 1800s, which of the following was the most important effect of the invention of the steam engine?

A. Rivers became more polluted.

B. Fewer people had to work in factories.

C. Slaves replaced women in factories.

D. Power was available in more places.

41. Which statement best describes the economic situation in Cuba under Castro's leadership?

A. Individuals choose what to produce.

B. Production is controlled by the government.

C. Products are freely traded with all countries.

D. Workers enjoy many opportunities for employment.

42. Why do items for sale have prices such as $2.99, $5.99, and $9.99 instead of $3.00, $6.00, and $10.00?

A. The stores are trying to help their customers save money.

B. Such prices make the items seem less expensive than they are.

C. Computers set the prices, and these just happened to turn out this way.

D. Such prices are used to cut down on the amount paid for taxes.

43. In which economic system are the production and distribution of goods owned by private individuals or corporations?

A. socialism

B. feudalism

C. capitalism

D. communism

44. Which statement best describes how the Aztec and Inca Native American civilizations altered their physical environment in order to improve their lives?

A. They used horses to pull plows and to lift water from deep wells.

B. They built stone walls around cities to keep out enemies.

C. They terraced hillsides and built floating islands for farming.

D. They built dams on rivers to prevent flooding and make crossing easier.

45. Most countries of Central America and the Caribbean have been greatly influenced by the

A. British.

B. French.

C. Spanish.

D. Portuguese.

46. Which country is located closest to the equator?

A. Brazil

B. Mexico

C. Argentina

D. United States

47. Which of the following countries is located on the Mediterranean Sea?

A. Spain

B. Russia

C. Germany

D. Norway

48. Jamie would like to visit the tundra region of Canada. Which of these will he see if he goes there?

A. forests and lakes

B. plains and shrubs

C. tall mountains and valleys

D. ocean waves and sand dunes

49. The population of the United States today is about two hundred eighty million. Where is the highest concentration of the United States' population located?

A. in the southeast

B. along major rivers

C. in the northeast

D. along the coasts

50. Latin Americans who have both Spanish and Native American ancestors belong to which ethnic group?

A. Inuit

B. Aryan

C. Mestizo

D. Portuguese

51. On which water route would steel, iron ore, and agricultural products from the north-central United States and south-central Canada most likely be shipped to Europe?

A. Hudson Bay

B. the Mississippi River

C. the Missouri and Ohio Rivers

D. the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Seaway

52. In the 1700s France and England were both trying to control North America. This competition would eventually lead to the French and Indian War in 1754. Control of which resource was a major cause of conflict between France and England?

A. coal

B. oil

C. cotton

D. furs

53. On which continent are the Andes Mountains, the longest mountain range in the world, located?

A. Asia

B. Europe

C. North America

D. South America

54. What mountain range runs through Switzerland and Austria?

A. the Alps

B. the Andes

C. the Pyrenees

D. the Urals

55. Central America's climate is mostly tropical. However, some regions of Central America have a temperate climate. Which statement best explains why this is true?

A. Frequent volcanic activity creates a temperate climate in these regions.

B. The flow of the Gulf Stream creates a temperate climate in these regions.

C. High mountains that block winds and moisture create a temperate climate in these regions.

D. Frequent cloudy days create the temperate climate in these regions.

56. Today, some Canadian citizens are called "separatists" because they believe that one Canadian province should become an independent nation. In which Canadian province would a separatist most likely live?

A. Ontario

B. Manitoba

C. Alberta

D. Quebec

57. Which of these rivers caused erosion thus forming the Grand Canyon in Arizona?

A. Rio Grande

B. Colorado

C. Missouri

D. Mississippi

58. Which of the following countries is located on the Mediterranean Sea?

A. Spain

B. Russia

C. Germany

D. Norway

59. How does the climate of Italy, located on the Mediterranean, compare to the climate of the United Kingdom, located on the Atlantic?

A. Italy has colder winters and shorter summers.

B. Italy has much more rainfall over the year.

C. Italy has a shorter growing season with longer winters.

D. Italy has warmer winters and drier summers.

60. The United States exports more agricultural products today than any other country in the world. However, the United States still imports many agricultural products. Which statement best explains why it must do so?

A. The United States does not have enough farmland to grow the agricultural products it needs.

B. The government of the United States has passed laws that encourage the importation of agricultural products.

C. The United States does not have enough workers to produce all the agricultural products it needs.

D. The climate of the United States is not suitable for growing all the agricultural products it needs.

61. Which statement explains how the Soviet Union's economy worked under a communist government?

A. Workers shared in the profits of the companies that employed them.

B. The Communist Party controlled the government and all major businesses.

C. Citizens voted in free elections, but the government controlled the economy.

D. The Communist Party controlled the government, but business was in private hands.

62. The European Union (EU) was established in the 1990s. Which of the following is a goal of the EU?

A. to create a single European currency

B. to endorse a single European language

C. to provide military aid to European countries experiencing civil war

D. to protect western European countries from formerly communist countries

63. Which advance in technology occurred during the nineteenth century?

A. gunpowder being used in rifles

B. steam engines being used on railroads

C. printing presses being used to publish books

D. compasses being used to navigate ships

64. Which is the best definition of economics?

A. the study of money

B. the study of how people invest in stocks and bonds

C. the study of production

D. the study of how people meet their wants and needs

65. Which is an important goal of the European Economic Community (EEC) that was established in the late 1950s?

A. to live under one form of government in Europe

B. to speak and write the same language in Europe

C. to share profits among member countries in Europe

D. to allow goods and labor to move freely in Europe

66. On which continent today is there only one form of government?

A. South America

B. Europe

C. Australia

D. North America

67. How are the lawmaking bodies of Canada, Great Britain, and Northern Ireland similar?

A. Their lawmaking bodies are divided into three parts.

B. Most members of their lawmaking bodies are appointed.

C. Only the queen has the power to veto legislation.

D. Parliament is the name of their lawmaking body.

68. The type of government in which one person has total control is called a

A. republic.

B. democracy.

C. parliament.

D. dictatorship.

69. In the 1980s and 1990s, many eastern European governments became

A. more democratic.

B. constitutional monarchies.

C. satellites of the Soviet Union.

D. more dictatorial.

70. What is the United States foreign policy toward Cuba?

A. to carry out a trade embargo

B. to encourage Cubans to return to Cuba

C. to support Cuba's return to a monarchy

D. to use military force against Cuba

71. The African slave trade grew because European nations wanted the captured Africans

A. to work in the new factories.

B. to replace the labor of the serfs.

C. to work on the plantations in their colonies.

D. to increase the number of soldiers in their armies.

72. A book about the history of South America during the 1800s would most likely have a chapter in it with which of these titles?

A. The Rise of Communism in South America

B. Political Independence Movements in South America

C. United States Colonies in South America

D. The Rise of the Slave Trade in South America

73. Why were the French better than other Europeans at establishing good relations with the Native Americans?

A. They bought land instead of taking it by force.

B. They traded with them and made them wealthy.

C. They lived among the Native Americans and learned their culture.

D. They gave them food, clothing, and shelter when the tribes needed help.

74. What was one main result of the French and Indian Wars fought in North America in the mid-eighteenth century?

A. Spain won control over the French colonies in North America.

B. Great Britain lost most of its colonies in North America to France.

C. French control disappeared completely from the North American continent.

D. The North American colonies declared their independence from all of Europe.

75. Which pair of countries shares the longest unfortified border in the world?

A. Argentina and Chile

B. France and Germany

C. England and Scotland

D. Canada and the United States

76. During the 1400s and 1500s Europeans explored the oceans beyond Europe. The most important reason they did this was to

A. spread the teachings of the Catholic Church.

B. look for new lands for farming.

C. spread the teachings of the Protestant Reformation.

D. look for new and safer trading routes.

77. All of the following are reasons why European countries established colonies in the Americas except to

A. find gold and silver.

B. set up outposts for trade.

C. increase their power.

D. learn from the native people.

78. Which of the following events occurred as a result of European exploration of the Americas in the 1400s and the 1500s?

A. the discovery and use of the Northwest Passage to Asia

B. the invention of the astrolabe, which improved navigation.

C. the destruction of the Aztec, Mayan, and Incan civilizations

D. the discovery that only the Atlantic Ocean separated Asia from Europe

79. All of the following helped to improve farming during the Middle Ages except the

A. three-fields system.

B. invention of the iron-tipped plow.

C. greater use of animals.

D. invention of the cotton gin.

80. This empire controlled all of the land around the Mediterranean Sea. These lands stretched from Great Britain and Spain to Egypt and Mesopotamia. To help organize this empire, a code of laws was written, and a system of roads built. During what time period did this empire exist?

A. during the Renaissance

B. during the time of ancient Greece

C. during the Age of Exploration

D. during the time of ancient Rome

Answer Key
1. D) They are United States citizens, but do not have the same rights as other United States citizens. 

2. C) House of Commons. 

3. C) the Bill of Rights 

4. B) United Nations 

5. D) Parliament is the name of their lawmaking body. 

6. B) The colonies had had little experience with democratic governments. 

7. A) voting 

8. A) United Nations 

9. C) They wanted to make sure all citizens were allowed to practice the religion of their choice. 

10. D) air pollution and water pollution have become worse. 

11. B) The people need to be informed because they are the source of their government's power. 

12. A) socialism 

13. D) a constitutional monarchy. 


14. C) go to college
15. C) logging in the rain forest 

16. D) Canada and the United States 


17. B) Trees need to be cleared to create new farmland. 

18. B) a prison to which criminals could be sent from Great Britain. 

19. D) Stargo is far more technologically advanced than Ultima. 

20. B) Humans have migrated for thousands of years and still do. 

21. C) French control disappeared completely from the North American continent. 

22. D) The colonies bought manufactured goods from Great Britain. 

23. A) barter 

24. C) Canada's economy was hit by the Great Depression of the 1930s. 

25. B) Political Independence Movements in South America 

26. C) to work on the plantations in their colonies. 

27. C) You buy a pair of sneakers after considering fit, appearance, and cost. 

28. C) They lived among the Native Americans and learned their culture. 

29. D) specialization. 

30. D) The government wants to encourage the nation's manufacturers to make the product. 

31. B) It transformed parts of Europe from agricultural to urban economies. 

32. A) A person can start any legal business and charge any price. 

33. B) the Midwest 

34. C) coffee and bananas. 

35. B) sheep raising 

36. D) The members of OPEC control the price of oil by deciding how much to produce. 

37. D) Native Americans taught the Europeans how to farm. 

38. D) interest 

39. A) There are not enough jobs for all of those who wish to work. 

40. D) Power was available in more places. 

41. B) Production is controlled by the government. 

42. B) Such prices make the items seem less expensive than they are. 

43. C) capitalism 

44. C) They terraced hillsides and built floating islands for farming. 

 

45. C) Spanish. 

46. A) Brazil 

47. A) Spain 

48. B) plains and shrubs 

49. C) in the northeast 

 

50. C) Mestizo 

51. D) the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Seaway 

52. D) furs 

53. D) South America 

54. A) the Alps 

55. C) High mountains that block winds and moisture create a temperate climate in these regions. 

56. D) Quebec 

57. B) Colorado 

58. A) Spain 

59. D) Italy has warmer winters and drier summers. 

60. D) The climate of the United States is not suitable for growing all the agricultural products it needs. 

61. B) The Communist Party controlled the government and all major businesses. 

62. A) to create a single European currency 

63. B) steam engines being used on railroads 

64. D) the study of how people meet their wants and needs 

65. D) to allow goods and labor to move freely in Europe 

66. C) Australia 

67. D) Parliament is the name of their lawmaking body. 

68. D) dictatorship. 

69. A) more democratic. 

70. A) to carry out a trade embargo 

71. C) to work on the plantations in their colonies. 

72. B) Political Independence Movements in South America 

73. C) They lived among the Native Americans and learned their culture. 

74. C) French control disappeared completely from the North American continent. 

75. D) Canada and the United States 

76. D) look for new and safer trading routes. 

77. D) learn from the native people. 

78. C) the destruction of the Aztec, Mayan, and Incan civilizations 

79. D) invention of the cotton gin. 

80. D) during the time of ancient Rome 

