Geography

1. Why do the people of Eastern Europe speak Slavic languages?

A. All the Germanic people were forced out of Eastern Europe.

B. There was too much conflict with the Holy Roman Empire.

C. Slavic tribes migrated west out of Russia and settled Eastern Europe.

D. The rulers of Eastern Europe decided on Slovak languages rather than Latin.



2. 

	
	Use the map below to answer this question.
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Which region of Mexico is shaded on the map?

A. Chiapas Highlands

B. Yucatan Peninsula

C. Southern Highlands

D. Baja California Peninsula



3. Which is the longest river in the Western Hemisphere?

A. Nile

B. Thames

C. Danube

D. Amazon



4. Which was not a reason for the establishment of European overseas colonies?

A. Europeans wanted to spread Christianity to other peoples.

B. European industry needed more sources of raw materials.

C. Europeans were interested in learning from other cultures.

D. Europeans thought that colonies would buy European products.



5. Great Britain's history has been shaped by the fact that it is an island nation. Which best explains the effect of being an island nation?

A. England was the site of one of the very first civilizations.

B. Because England lacked resources, it became a seafaring nation.

C. England had almost no contact with other European countries until the 1900s.

D. Because England was protected, it was the first to develop a democratic form of government.



6.       Today, some citizens and elected leaders of Québec believe their province should take which action?

A. refuse to trade with the United States

B. close its borders to all new immigrants

C. withdraw from the United Nations

D. become an independent country



7. Which term is used to describe the growth of cities?

A. population

B. urbanization

C. colonization

D. specialization



8. Which Canadian river flows east from the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean?

A. Pecos

B. Columbia

C. Rio Grande

D. St. Lawrence



9.       Today, some Canadian citizens are called "separatists" because they believe that one Canadian province should become an independent nation. In which Canadian province would a separatist most likely live?

A. Ontario

B. Manitoba

C. Alberta

D. Québec



10. How does the climate of Italy, located on the Mediterranean, compare to the climate of the United Kingdom, located on the Atlantic?

A. Italy has colder winters and shorter summers.

B. Italy has much more rainfall over the year.

C. Italy has a shorter growing season with longer winters.

D. Italy has warmer winters and drier summers.



11. Which one of the following was a conflict caused by European war for an empire in the Americas?

A. World War I

B. the War of the Roses

C. the American Civil War

D. the French and Indian War



12. Which of the following has the greatest influence on ocean tides?

A. wind

B. the Moon

C. rainfall

D. the Sun



13. How have the Andes Mountains most affected the development of South America?

A. They have forced most of the population to live on the coast.

B. They have made travel and communication easier.

C. They have forced the building of canals for transportation.

D. They have served as the boundaries for most of its countries.



14. In geography, what kind of region is best described by identifying its type of soil, climate, vegetation, and landforms?

A. political region

B. cultural region

C. physical region

D. human region



15. Siberia is located to the west of the Ural Mountains in Russia. All of these statements about Siberia are true except that it

A. contains many natural resources.

B. is the world's largest plain.

C. contains tundra regions.

D. is densely populated.



16. What mountain range runs through Switzerland and Austria?

A. the Alps

B. the Andes

C. the Pyrenees

D. the Urals



17. On which water route would steel, iron ore, and agricultural products from the north-central United States and south-central Canada most likely be shipped to Europe?

A. Hudson Bay

B. the Mississippi River

C. the Missouri and Ohio Rivers

D. the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Seaway



18. Jamie would like to visit the tundra region of Canada. Which of these will he see if he goes there?

A. forests and lakes

B. plains and shrubs

C. tall mountains and valleys

D. ocean waves and sand dunes



Answer Key
1. C) Slavic tribes migrated west out of Russia and settled Eastern Europe. 

2. B) Yucatan Peninsula 

3. D) Amazon 

4. C) Europeans were interested in learning from other cultures. 

5. B) Because England lacked resources, it became a seafaring nation. 

6. D) become an independent country 

7. B) urbanization 

8. D) St. Lawrence 

9. D) Québec 

10. D) Italy has warmer winters and drier summers. 

11. D) the French and Indian War 

12. B) the Moon 

13. A) They have forced most of the population to live on the coast. 

14. C) physical region 

15. D) is densely populated. 

16.  A) the Alps

17. D) the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Seaway

18. B) plains and shrubs

History

1. If you had lived in Europe's feudal era, which of the following might you have seen?

A. manors and knights

B. factories and railroads

C. tobacco fields and slaves

D. terraced hillsides and pyramids



2. In the 1500s, a German monk named Martin Luther began a movement that criticized publicly many of the teachings and actions of the Roman Catholic Church. What is the name of the movement begun by Martin Luther?

A. Enlightenment

B. Age of Reason

C. Reformation

D. Scientific Revolution



3. In 1215, English nobles forced King John to sign a document known as the Magna Carta. An important purpose of the Magna Carta was to

A. eliminate royal taxation of the English people.

B. limit the powers of England's monarch.

C. make Catholicism England's official religion.

D. provide free schooling for English children.



4. This empire controlled all of the land around the Mediterranean Sea. These lands stretched from Great Britain and Spain to Egypt and Mesopotamia. To help organize this empire, a code of laws was written, and a system of roads built. During what time period did this empire exist?

A. during the Renaissance

B. during the time of ancient Greece

C. during the Age of Exploration

D. during the time of ancient Rome



5. Which of these explorers opened up much of Oceania to European settlement?

A. James Cook

B. Vasco da Gama

C. Ferdinand Magellan

D. Christopher Columbus



6. Athens was one of the most famous city-states of ancient Greece. Athens was best known for

A. introducing democracy.

B. building a strong military.

C. introducing cuneiform.

D. building the pyramids.



7. During the Middle Ages in Europe, craftsmen organized themselves into associations. These associations often made rules to ensure the quality of goods produced, set prices, and opened schools and hospitals. What is the name of these associations?

A. manors

B. charters

C. guilds

D. fiefs



8. In the 1400s and early 1500s, which two countries were the first to take the lead in exploring areas beyond Europe?

A. Italy and Germany

B. Portugal and Spain

C. Holland and Denmark

D. England and France



9. The Industrial Revolution began in England in the 1700s. Which statement best describes why this happened?

A. England had an abundance of natural resources.

B. England's population overall was well-educated.

C. England was the largest and most populous country in Europe.

D. England's monarchy had developed a plan for the Industrial Revolution.



10. In the 1600s, all of the following European countries established colonies in the Americas except
A. Spain.

B. France.

C. Holland.

D. Germany.



11. English nobles forced King John to sign the Magna Carta in 1215. Which statement best explains why the Magna Carta is an important document in English history?

A. It made feudalism legal in England.

B. It established Catholicism as England's official religion.

C. It challenged the idea that England's monarch was above the law.

D. It created a school system in England.



12. In England, nobles and leaders in Parliament removed King James II from power in the Glorious Revolution of 1688. The crown was offered to William and Mary as long as they accepted the English Bill of Rights. The English Bill of Rights established that the king is

A. the head of the British army.

B. subject to the laws of Parliament.

C. superior to Parliament.

D. the absolute ruler of Britain.



13. What were the three advanced Native American civilizations that developed in Central and South America before European exploration?

A. Arawak, Inca, Sioux

B. Sioux, Navajo, Arawak

C. Aztec, Inca, Maya

D. Navajo, Maya, Aztec



14. During the Middle Ages, most towns had guilds. The main purpose of guilds was to

A. recruit people and get money to build cathedrals.

B. provide law and order for the manor.

C. collect fares for the lords and vassals.

D. control the making and selling of a product.



15. In 1939, Germany invaded the country of Poland. This resulted in

A. Germany joining an alliance with Great Britain and France to avoid having another world war.

B. the defeat of Germany by the Polish armed forces.

C. Great Britain and France declaring war on Germany, and the beginning of World War II in Europe.

D. victory for Germany and an end of the fighting.

16. The European Union (EU) was established in the 1990s. Which of the following is a goal of the EU?

A. to create a single European currency

B. to endorse a single European language

C. to provide military aid to European countries experiencing civil war

D. to protect western European countries from formerly communist countries



17. All of the following helped to improve farming during the Middle Ages except the

A. three-fields system.

B. invention of the iron-tipped plow.

C. greater use of animals.

D. invention of the cotton gin.



18. In the 1980s and 1990s, many eastern European governments became

A. more democratic.

B. constitutional monarchies.

C. satellites of the Soviet Union.

D. more dictatorial.



Answer Key
1. A) manors and knights 

2. C) Reformation 

3. B) limit the powers of England's monarch. 

4. D) during the time of ancient Rome 

5. A) James Cook 

6. A) introducing democracy. 

7. C) guilds 

8. B) Portugal and Spain 

9. A) England had an abundance of natural resources. 

10. D) Germany. 

11. C) It challenged the idea that England's monarch was above the law. 

12. B) subject to the laws of Parliament. 

13. C) Aztec, Inca, Maya 

14. D) control the making and selling of a product. 

15. C) Great Britain and France declaring war on Germany, and the beginning of World War II in Europe. 

16. A) to create a single European currency

17. D) invention of the cotton gin.

18. A) more democratic.
Economics

1. Which of the following statements explains the relationship between production and consumption in an economic system?

A. If production increases, consumption will also increase.

B. If consumption increases, production will probably increase.

C. If production is high, consumer prices will always be lower.

D. Production and consumption do not affect each other.



2. Which is an important goal of the European Economic Community (EEC) that was established in the late 1950s?

A. to live under one form of government in Europe

B. to speak and write the same language in Europe

C. to share profits among member countries in Europe

D. to allow goods and labor to move freely in Europe



3. What can a citizen of the United States do that a citizen of Puerto Rico cannot?

A. pay income taxes

B. receive government services

C. travel in the United States

D. vote for the United States president



4. Which of the following best describes how a socialist economy works?

A. The government owns half of the land and industry while the people own the other half.

B. Individuals and private companies own land and industry and there is little governmental control.

C. The government sets economic goals, owns some businesses, and generally has a major role in the economy.

D. The government owns most of the land and industry with just a few individuals and private companies owning land.



5. Which products did the people of medieval England exchange for goods from the East?

A. woolen fabrics

B. spices

C. silks

D. perfumes



6. Some businesses sell mostly goods. Other businesses sell mainly services. You look in the Yellow Pages of a telephone book and find the following business headings. Which heading would list businesses that are mostly selling goods?

A. Adult Day Care Centers

B. Air Conditioning Systems - Cleaning

C. Aircraft Schools

D. Automobile Dealers - New Cars



7. In the middle of the nineteenth century, improvements to which technology made it possible to transport people and goods more quickly and less expensively?

A. automobile

B. steam engine

C. airplane

D. internal combustion engine



8. Which statement best describes the economic system in the former Soviet Union?

A. Its economics were controlled mainly by the global economy.

B. Workers made most of the economic decisions for the country.

C. The central government planned the economy for the entire nation.

D. Individuals made economic decisions based on supply and demand.



9. The two statements below describe economic activities.

	               
	·        Saving is the opposite of spending.


	               
	·        Borrowing is the opposite of _______.


	     
	What word completes the second statement?


A. budgeting

B. investing

C. lending

D. producing

Answer Key
1. B) If consumption increases, production will probably increase. 

2. D) to allow goods and labor to move freely in Europe 

3. D) vote for the United States president 

4. C) The government sets economic goals, owns some businesses, and generally has a major role in the economy. 

5. A) woolen fabrics 

6. D) Automobile Dealers - New Cars 

7. B) steam engine 

8. C) The central government planned the economy for the entire nation. 

9. C) lending 

Civics

1. After the end of World War II, twelve nations formed the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). What was the purpose of NATO?

A. to promote free trade among nations

B. to help economic growth in these countries

C. to provide mutual protection against communist attack

D. to give mutual aid in times of natural disaster



2. The Soviet Union broke up in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Which statement best describes developments in Russia since that time?

A. Russia's political system has undergone little change.

B. Russia's economy has grown at a rapid rate.

C. Russian citizens have lost many basic human rights.

D. Russia's political and economic situation has been unstable.



3. Mexico's form of government today is most similar to which country's form of government?

A. Cuba

B. United States

C. China

D. Great Britain



4. The type of government in which one person has total control is called a

A. republic.

B. democracy.

C. parliament.

D. dictatorship.



5. The leader of the Parliament in countries such as Canada and Great Britain is called the

A. speaker.

B. president.

C. chairman.

D. prime minister.



6. Fidel Castro is the leader of Cuba. Which best describes the type of leader Castro is?

A. dictator

B. king

C. president

D. prime minister



7. Which phrase best defines "dominion" as a political system?

A. a nation that has self-rule but maintains ties with a mother country

B. a state with many ethnic and cultural groups existing together

C. a unified state in which power is shared by the national and local government

D. a state in which businesses are free to operate with little government control



8.       Colonies are often heavily influenced by the countries that rule over them. Which present-day Canadian province was originally settled by the French?

A. Québec

B. Alberta

C. Saskatchewan

D. British Columbia



9. Which type of government would most likely abolish all opposing political parties, the direct election of leaders, and free speech?

A. a republic

B. a monarchy

C. a military dictatorship

D. a representative democracy

Answer Key
1. C) to provide mutual protection against communist attack 

2. D) Russia's political and economic situation has been unstable. 

3. B) United States 

4. D) dictatorship. 

5. D) prime minister. 

6. A) dictator 

7. A) a nation that has self-rule but maintains ties with a mother country 

8. A) Québec 

9. C) a military dictatorship 

Core Skills

1. Which sentence describes the relationship between Great Britain and its American colonies in the 1700s?

A. Great Britain used the colonies as a source of precious metals like gold and silver.

B. The colonies imported raw materials from Great Britain.

C. Great Britain needed the colonies to provide labor for its industries.

D. The colonies bought manufactured goods from Great Britain.



2. Why do some farmers in Brazil use an agricultural technique called "slash and burn"?

A. Lumber is needed to build homes.

B. Trees need to be cleared to create new farmland.

C. Sunlight cannot reach the vegetation on the forest floor.

D. The trees must be destroyed to avoid the spread of disease to crops.



3. Which poses the greatest threat to the environment of Brazil's Amazonian region?

A. drilling for oil

B. pollution of rivers

C. logging in the rain forest

D. growth of large industries



4. You need to purchase a pair of sneakers since they are required for physical education class. Which is an example of effective decision making?

A. You buy the first pair of sneakers you try on at the first store you visit.

B. You use your money to buy a pair of jeans instead of a pair of sneakers.

C. You buy a pair of sneakers after considering fit, appearance, and cost.

D. You buy the most stylish and expensive pair of sneakers you find.



5. The French and Indian War (1754-1763) was fought to

A. destroy Indian tribes who attacked settlements.

B. decide whether the British or the French would control North America.

C. force Canada to become Roman Catholic.

D. overthrow the Spanish colonies in North America.



6. Use the information in the box below to answer this question.
	 

	In the fictional country of Ultima, three-fourths of the population is employed in agriculture. Despite the large percentage of people employed in agriculture, the nation is a major importer of grain.



	 

By comparison, in the fictional country of Stargo, only five percent of the population is employed in agriculture, and the country is one of the world's largest exporters of food.



	


      Given these facts, it is likely that

A. Stargo has a socialist government.

B. Ultima has a communist government.

C. Ultima has a much larger population than Stargo.

D. Stargo is far more technologically advanced than Ultima.

Answer Key
1. D) The colonies bought manufactured goods from Great Britain. 

2. B) Trees need to be cleared to create new farmland. 

3. C) logging in the rain forest 

4. C) You buy a pair of sneakers after considering fit, appearance, and cost. 

5. B) decide whether the British or the French would control North America. 

6. D) Stargo is far more technologically advanced than Ultima. 

